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FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

A SPARTAN WELCOME to Duane Fish, who has been chosen as the new principal of 
Bainbridge High School, effective July 1, 2015. Duane is currently the principal of Law-

rence Jr./Sr. High School in Lawrence, Michigan. 
 

We are excited to welcome him to our BHS community.  Parents, staff members and 
administrative colleagues in Lawrence describe him as a highly collaborative, visionary 

leader who has been an inspiration to students, staff and the community. 
  

“To be selected as the next principal of Bainbridge High School is truly an honor,” Fish 

said. “Please know I fully recognize the trust and responsibility the district and com-
munity members have placed upon me with this hiring. Bainbridge High School is one 

of the top academic institutions in the nation, and the Bainbridge Island community is 
one of the best places in America to live and work. Although I am forever grateful for 

my experience in Lawrence, it is with tremendous enthusiasm I look forward to work-
ing with the amazing staff, students and parents at Bainbridge High. This Michigan 

Wolverine is proud to become a Spartan.” 
 

BHS SMARTER BALANCED ASSESSMENTS (SBA)     May 19-22, 2015! 
This May, students in grade 11 will take the new Smarter Balanced tests in both Math 



and English/Language Arts (ELA). 

 
Students in grade 10 will take the Smarter Balanced Assessment in the 

English/Language Arts area.  If the 10th graders pass the ELA section with a set score, 
they will not be required to take it next year as an 11th grader.    

 
Students in grade 11 will take the tests online; students in grade 10 will take paper 

and pencil tests.  

 
May 19 – 22:  BHS will have a late start for the 9th and 12th graders as they are not 

being tested.  Students not being tested may still arrive at the same time and use the 
opportunity to study in the Library.  Please mark your calendars! 

 
For more information about the Smarter Balanced Assessments and to try out a prac-

tice test, please visit our BHS or SBA websites:   
 

http://www.bisd303.org/cms/lib3/WA01001636/Centricity/Domain/8//Announcement
%20Attachments/smarter-balance-info.pdf 

 
 http://www.smarterbalanced.org/practice-test/ 

 
 

STUDENT PARKING CONCERNS IN THE SPRING 

As most of you are well aware, we have a paid student parking pass system at BHS. It 
is not unusual for us to see an increase in parking “issues” as we enter the spring with 

more of our students becoming new drivers. 
Parents are encouraged to discuss transportation/parking issues with their students. 

We have been notified by agencies that have private parking areas near our campus 
that parking rules/limits are being enforced at these locations. We expect our students 

to be “good neighbors” and not violate the parking regulations for on street and 
parking lots adjacent to BHS. Parking fines and towing costs can become very 

expensive, very fast!  
 

INVOLVED STUDENTS, SUCCESSFUL STUDENTS… 
Over and over again, research reminds us that students who are actively involved in 

sports, school clubs and other school-based extra-curricular activities experience 
higher levels of academic success. A very large percentage of our students at BHS are 

definitely taking this research seriously! We have over 500 students involved in spring 

sports teams at BHS.  Not on campus, but hard at work are our BHS sailing team and 
crew team, who obviously are practicing at the waterfront.  At the same time, many 

students are beginning preparation for the spring musical, Return to, and the list 
goes on.  

 
Hope you will check out our calendar of events on the BHS webpage and come and 

enjoy a few of our many Spartan activities. 
 

Mary Alice O’Neill 
Principal 

http://www.bisd303.org/cms/lib3/WA01001636/Centricity/Domain/8/Announcement%20Attachments/smarter-balance-info.pdf
http://www.bisd303.org/cms/lib3/WA01001636/Centricity/Domain/8/Announcement%20Attachments/smarter-balance-info.pdf
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/practice-test/


AROUND BHS 
 

Unity Week Presentation at BHS 
Dear Parents/Guardians:       

This year, Bainbridge High School, with support of the BHS PTSO and Bainbridge 
Island Rotary Club, has created a week to focus on inclusion, tolerance and unity 

within our school. We are committed to taking serious, proactive steps to improve the 
culture and climate for our students, staff and community and to address issues 

surrounding bullying and exclusion. 
 

We have recruited Mr. John Halligan to conduct a presentation on April 17th, 2015 for 
the students. He will relay his own tragic experience as a Dad whose 13 year old son 

took his own life in 2003, after incessant bullying by peers since the 5th grade, both in 
school and online. His story is riveting and powerful, and reminds students that there 

is a face, a person, a heart, on the other end of the computer screen.   
 

His presentation will begin with a short video collection of home movie clips and still 

pictures of Ryan.  John will then begin to tell the story of Ryan and the factors that led 
up to his son’s suicide.  The students will gain a perspective from inside a family of a 

child who is a victim of bullying and cyber bullying.    They will also gain awareness 
about the signs and risk of teenage suicide and how best to help a friend. As part of 

Mr. Halligan’s presentation, students will have the chance to ask him questions. We 
encourage you to visit a website named for his son: www.ryanpatrickhalligan.org for 

more information.    
 

Because of the sensitive nature of the topic, we wanted to inform you about it in 
advance. We encourage you to ask your child about the presentation and discuss it 

together. If for any reason, you would prefer that your child not attend this 
presentation, please send a written note to Mr. Kaycee Taylor prior to April 14th. 

 
Should you have further questions, please feel free to contact us at 206-780-1366 

and/or ktaylor@bisd303.org 

 
 

 
 

NHS Ceremony Upcoming in May 
Parents of sophomore, junior and senior NHS members are invited to attend our end 

of the year awards ceremony that will be held May 21st @ 7 PM in BHS Commons. 

Seniors will earn their gold graduation cords, be awarded their community service 
medals and certificate of completion of NHS requirements. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

http://www.ryanpatrickhalligan.org/
mailto:ktaylor@bisd303.org


 

Math Students of the Month for February 
The Math Department is proud to recognize the following Students of the Month for 
February.  Each student exhibited strong study skills, critical thinking and a willingness 

to help others find success.  Congratulations to all. 

 

     Garrett Aichele         Tarkan Al-Kazily          Clio Batali 
     Jonathan Coonan      Sophie Crandell           Capri Fain 

     Josephine Forney      Olivia Gallagher          Sarah Larson 
     Tyco Libes                 Tori McDonald              Ella Meyers 

     Alex Pickett               Anika Vroom 
 

 

Spring Musical: Return to the Forbidden Planet 
Stay tuned for the BHS Spring Musical - "Return to the Forbidden Planet" - a par-

ody of both Shakespeare's "Tempest" and the 1950's sci-fi thriller "The Forbidden 
Planet."  Performances are: May 1 & 2 and 8 & 9 in the LGI. 

 

American Math Competition Results   
On February 25th, forty-four BHS students took the annual American Math Competition  

AMC-10 & AMC-12 tests.  The official results were sent out March 12th and again this 
year, Spartans distinguished themselves.  As a result of their high achievement on the 

AMC-12 test Noah Levine, Tarkan Al-Kazily and Kawin Nikomborirak all qualified 
for the next level of testing (AIME) to be given on March 19th.  This is the second year 

in a row that BHS has had three qualifiers - Tarkan also qualified last year.  In addi-
tion to those three, Sophie Carson, Robin Schmit and Tara Nikomborirak were 

recognized on the 12th grade test.  The top scorers on the 10th grade test were Sky-
ler Hallinan, James Muir, Kevin McCann, Maxwell Brown, Hudson Gilmore and 

Amelia Peeples.  The Math Department would like to congratulate all those who par-
ticipated this year. 

 

Attendance Office Reminders 
If your student will be leaving school early, please be sure you have called ahead of 

time or used the Online System (ahead of time). Students leaving during class need a 
"green slip" from the Attendance Office.  The "green slip" is given to the teacher and 

the student should sign out at the Attendance Office when leaving school. It is im-
portant to notify the Attendance Office before that particular class begins. This gives 

your student time to pick up their "green slip" before going to class.  Sometimes how-

ever, there are last minute things that pop up which prevent you from doing this; this 
is understandable.   

Students arriving late to school are to sign in at the Attendance Office and get a "pink 
slip" from me.  Please remind your student(s) to sign in or out when necessary. 

 
Notes are not accepted in the BHS Attendance Office:  you may call or use the Online 

System.  If you have any questions, please call Marla Timmons at 842-2918. 
 

 



Teens and Drugged Driving 
An informational flyer on Teens and Drugged Driving is attached to the bottom of 

this Newsletter.  Holly McIlvaine, Student Assistance Professional, at BHS works with 
students to help them develop healthy coping skills, make positive lifestyle choices 

and avoid substance abuse problems. Please contact her if you have any further 
questions and/or would like support for your child at 206-780-1279 or 

amcilvaine@bisd303.org. 
 

 

 

 

COUNSELING OFFICE AND CAREER CENTER 

http://www.bisd303.org/domain/648 

 

Counseling Office...............................................................................842-2913 

Adam Ward..........................780-1259   Students A-E.........................Grades 9-12 
Nicole Bakker.......................780-1359   Students F-Mc….....................Grades 9-12 

Lauren D’Amico (M, T, TH)....855-0419   Students Me-P.......................Grades 9-12 
Jamie K. Walter....................780-1376   Students Q-Z.........................Grades 9-12 
 

Registrar- Cris Cannestra....780-1253    
Counseling Secretary- Rilla Hughes….780-1251 

 
To better serve everyone, counselors operate on an appointment system; students and/or 

parents can contact Ms. Rilla Hughes to schedule an appointment.  Counselors try to be 
available for drop-ins during break and lunch. 
 

We maintain a 'helping' library with books that parents might find interesting in dealing with 
adolescents.  Also we have a list of resources available if people are looking for assistance; 

counselors can make referrals to community therapists. There are also binders available in the 
office that contains information on scholarship and summer opportunities for students.  
 

UPCOMING DATES……………….PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
 

Saturday, April 25 Spring College Tour @ Seattle U from 

noon to 3pm 

Monday, May 4 - Friday, May 15 AP Exams (see below for more infor-

mation) 

Tuesday, May 19 – Friday, May 22 Smarter Balanced Assessment 
(grades 10 & 11) Late start for 

grades 9 & 12. 

Monday, June 1- Friday, June 12 EOC Math and Biology Exams 

 

Note:  The HSPE (High School Proficiency Exam) and ELA (Smarter Balanced Testing) 
are part of the Washington state graduation requirements.  For information, please 

visit: www.k12.wa.us or ask your counselor. 
 

http://www.bisd303.org/domain/648
http://www.k12.wa.us/


DEADLINE TO DROP A CLASS 
Even though most students are scheduled into 6 classes, 5 courses define a “full-time 

student.”  Friday, March 13 was the last day for students who currently carry 6 
courses to drop down to 5 courses without it showing on the high school transcript.  

From March 14 through April 24, if a student drops a 6
th class it shows as a “W” on the 

transcript with no penalty to the GPA.  Drops after April 24 will carry a grade of “F”.   

Students who drop below 5 courses are no longer full-time; this may have implications 
for athletics and insurance and/or support benefits. 

 
Seniors who wish to drop an academic class will be asked to confirm with 

their colleges that doing so will not compromise their application/admission.  
 

 

SPRING DROP DEADLINES 

No penalty for drops prior to March 13, 2015 

Grade of "W" for drops after March 13, 2015 

Grade of "F" for drops after April 25, 2015 

 

Note:  The drop policy will be different beginning in fall 2015. All students 
will be expected to remain in their chosen classes for the entire semester. 

Drops will only be considered for very unusual circumstances. All students 
will be expected to take 6 classes at BHS. 

 

 
 

 

REPORT CARDS FOR TERM 3 
Term 3 ends on March 27, 2015.  Grades are due to the Counseling office on April 13th 
(delay due to Spring break).  Term 3 Progress reports will be mailed the following 

week. 

 
GOOD STUDENT DISCOUNT FOR AUTO INSURANCE 
Students eligible for a good student discount (usually a B average) should bring a 

completed form and a stamped envelope to the counseling office.  Our office will 
validate the eligibility and mail the form.  Please remember that if a student is not full-

time (taking at least five classes), BHS cannot certify the student’s eligibility. 

 

REGISTRATION FOR 2015-2016 SCHOOL YEAR  
 
A confirmation of course requests for next year is accessible and printable from 

student's Student Access account.  It is important to understand that this is a 
confirmation of what your student is requesting for next year and is not what the 

student is guaranteed to get.  If you have a concern about what your student 
requested, please contact the counselor. 

 
Please note:  BE VERY CERTAIN THAT THE COURSES YOUR STUDENT SIGNS UP FOR 

ARE THE ONES HE/SHE WANTS TO TAKE/NEEDS FOR GRADUATION.  ALSO, BE 
CERTAIN THE ALTERNATES LISTED ARE ACCEPTABLE.  No changes will be 



accommodated in August and/or September unless there is a placement issue. 

 

GRADE LEVEL AND CREDITS (All Grades) 
Each June, to be advanced to the next level, students are required to have the 

following accumulated credits: 
 To be called a sophomore = 5.5 credits  

 To be called a junior = 11.0 credits or more 
 To be called a senior = 17.0 credits or more 

 

COUNSELOR VISITS (All Grades) 
This spring semester, counselors conducted classroom guidance sessions in the 

following grade levels:   
  

 9th grade English classes:  to assist students in building 5-Year Plans (also 
known as the High School & Beyond Plan). Completing a 5-Year Plan is a state 

graduation requirement. Counselors are required to keep this plan on file in the 
counseling office, even though it may change during the four years of high 

school.  Let your counselor know if you would like a copy of this plan.  
 11th grade American Studies classes:  to discuss post-high school planning 

issues. (Counselors revised the Class of 2016 Planning Guide in late April. This 
updated document is available on the BHS Counseling website under College 

Planning.  We encouraged students to download and print this valuable 
resource, and read it between now and August 2015.  Parents should also read 

this Planning Guide for details about the college application process as well as 

other post-high school planning information). 
 8th grade at Woodward, Odyssey and Hyla:  to discuss orientation to the high 

school.   
 

 

TESTING SCHEDULE (ADVANCED PLACEMENT STUDENTS) (COST 
IS $95.00) 
AP (Advanced Placement) TESTING:   

Students who are in AP classes are expected to take the AP exam for that course.  

Make-up examinations are only administered in certain cases (serious illness, athletic 
event conflict).  The College Board prescribes the test dates and BHS is not allowed to 

deviate from their schedule.   The AP Program does not require students to take an AP 
course prior to taking an AP exam. 

 

Week of May 4:  Chemistry, Environmental Science, Computer Science A, Calculus AB 
& BC, English Literature, Spanish Language, European History, U.S. History. 

Week of May 11:  Biology, Physics C, U.S. Government & Politics, English Language, 
Statistics, Macroeconomics, Microeconomics. 

May 20 - 22:  Make up exams for situations approved by College Board ONLY! 
 

 

 

 



SSD (Services for Students with Disabilities) for SAT and/or ACT 
Testing 
Students with an IEP or Section 504 Plan who consistently use extended time for 
testing here at Bainbridge High School may qualify for extended time on the SAT or 

ACT (the national college entrance exams).  There is an application process and it can 
take up to three months (or longer) for testing companies to make a decision. Once a 

student is approved for testing accommodations by the testing company, he/she can 
set up for a testing date.   

 

The counseling office encourages all students to take the PSAT without 
accommodations to get a sense of whether accommodations are needed.  If students 

then wish to apply for accommodations for the SAT or ACT, they should speak with 
their counselor for details.  Once a student is approved by the College Board (SAT) or 

The American College Testing Company (ACT), s/he then registers for the date and 
venue of the specific desired test.   

 
Please give plenty of lead-time for this process. It is recommended to begin the 

process by Spring of Sophomore year. See your counselor for details. 
 

SUMMER OPTIONS 
Our office maintains an extensive file on summer programs for high school students. 
Musical, athletic and academic offerings are highlighted.  Some programs can be used 

for transfer credit but most are for enrichment.  Many of these sessions are held at 
universities (e.g. Stanford, Harvard, Oxford, Western WA) across the country, as well 

as, abroad and give students the opportunity to experience campus living.  Check it 
out!  Many have early application deadlines. Students and parents are welcome to 

look through the notes at any time. 
 

 
 

CREDIT RETRIEVAL OPTIONS 
Please note:  All courses taken outside of BHS, including other district 
programs must first be approved by BHS if a student wants to use them for 

graduation credit. 
 

SUMMER SCHOOL 
If students are seeking to make up credits for graduation, they should consult their 
counselor about applying for summer school at Eagle Harbor High School, local 

community colleges, or other options.  BHS will have a Math Credit Recovery program 
as well.  Ask your counselor for details. 

 
Eagle Harbor High School and BHS may have some online options for full courses or 

credit retrieval.  BHS counselors must sign a form for BHS students to access these 
courses.  Space is limited. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE COURSES 
Another option for make-up credits is through a correspondence or online course.  To 

be transferred to a BHS transcript, the course must be accredited and generate a 
transcript, and be approved and monitored by BHS; a BHS counselor must supervise 



all tests.  Since BHS is closed during July, counselors will designate one day around 

the 3rd week of July to supervise tests (check daily bulletin by June 11th).  Since 
correspondence courses are independent studies, it is the student’s responsibility to 

regularly check his/her progress with the counselor. 

 
POTENTIAL COLLEGIATE ATHLETES 
Students who anticipate playing collegiate sports at the NCAA Division I or II level 
should be sure they are on track to satisfy the NCAA requirements for core courses 

taken, GPA, and test scores.  As a first step, interested students should look at the 

“NCAA Freshmen Eligibility Standards Quick Reference Sheet” in the counseling web 
page and read the NCAA information pages in the Registration and Course Selection 

Packet and Junior/Senior Planning Guide (both documents are available on the BHS 
Counseling website) to see which courses at BHS fulfill the NCAA core course 

requirements.   
 

Juniors who are being recruited should log onto the NCAA Clearinghouse for 
information about registration. They should also ask for a NCAA Student/Athlete 

handbook.  Juniors not being recruited can wait until their senior year before 
registering with the Clearinghouse.  To find this information, go to:  

http://www.athleticscholarships.net/ncaa-clearinghouse.htm .   There are links to 
these sites on the BHS Counseling web page as well. 

 
Seniors who have registered with the Clearinghouse are reminded to send a 

final Transcript in June to the NCAA, as well as one to the college of their 

choice.  This is done through the Parchment link on the BHS Counseling 
website.  Seniors who have not yet registered but who anticipate competing at the 

NCAA Division I or II level should register with the Clearinghouse now even though 
they are not being recruited and do not have prospects of getting a scholarship.  

Contact Mr. Ward if you have further questions about NCAA eligibility and procedures.  
 

THE PARTY SEASON 
As the weather get warmer, the party season usually gathers more energy.  Nothing 
travels faster on this island than whose parents might be gone for the week, weekend, 

or even the evening.  Unfortunately, parties often materialize in unsupervised homes.  
Sometimes, what is intended to be a small affair attracts large numbers and things get 

out of control quickly.  People have been injured and homes have been damaged.  
Parents are encouraged to talk with their teenagers about house rules and what the 

expectations are if the parents are not home.  While you may trust your son/daughter, 
lack of adult supervision can be a magnet for uninvited guests.  Young people need to 

know how to handle the scene when uninvited guests appear and refuse to leave.  
Communicating your expectations is the first step towards keeping your teens and 

your property safe. 
  

SENIOR SPRING SCHEDULES 
With graduation approaching, many seniors view spring as a time to cut back or slack 
off. To maintain full student status, students must be enrolled in 5 classes (or 13 

credit hours for Running Start students). A student carrying fewer than 5 credits (or 
13 hours) is part-time and this could affect eligibility for car insurance rates, support 

payments or other benefits (SSI) predicated on full time status.  Colleges in particular 

http://www.athleticscholarships.net/ncaa-clearinghouse.htm


like to see students continuing to prepare themselves for their future. Counselors will 

insist students contact their colleges of choice if requesting a reduced schedule. From 
experience, we know that the less a student is here, the less a student is really here.  

 

TRANSCRIPT & APPLICATION RELEASE INFO (SENIORS) 
Please Note:  The counseling office will not send applications or release transcripts via 

Parchment if a student owes money to BHS.  Be sure to check the fine list or ask 
Sarah Spray in the Accounting Office if you are not certain of your status.   Also, in 

order to participate in graduation ceremonies seniors have to PAY all fines as 
well as PASS all required courses.   

 
Students and parents are reminded that the counseling office does not release 

transcripts, test scores or recommendations without written permission from the 
student or parent.  When a student turns 18 or graduates, ONLY the student 

can release such records. 

 

TEST PREP 
Counselors do not endorse a particular test prep class but do offer a list of test prep 
opportunities in the counseling website that includes courses, and web sites available 

to help students prepare for the SAT/ACT. This list is also available on our web site 
under the Testing tab.  You do not need to pay a large amount of money for test prep. 

Naviance, College Board, ACT and WOIS offer free sample tests and questions and can 
be accessed via their web sites: www.naviance.com; www.collegeboard.org; 

www.act.org; www.wois.org  

Parents or students are encouraged to contact the counselors with questions.   
 

SCHOLARSHIP NEWS 
Students need to check Naviance or the scholarship notebook in the counseling office 

for scholarships that are currently available.  The Naviance website has an on-line list 
of available scholarships, which is updated whenever we learn of new scholarships.  

Seniors interested in specific 2- and 4-year schools should contact these institutions 

for scholarships available through them.  Parents should check to see if their places of 
employment offer scholarships for dependents.  Membership in fraternal organizations, 

service clubs, religious affiliations and past or current military service may qualify a 
student for certain scholarships.  Many scholarships do not require affiliation with the 

organization offering the scholarship.  Great resources for scholarship information are:  
www.fastweb.com, www.thewashboard.org, www.meritaid.com, www.zinch.com, 

www.cappex.com and many other reputable sites. 
 

CLASS OF 2015 SCHOLARSHIPS 
On-line applications for scholarships awarded by the BHS Scholarship Committee will 
be available on March 23rd through Naviance.  Submitting an application will put 

students in the running for dozens of scholarships.  Winners will be recognized at the 
annual Senior Awards Night the Thursday prior to graduation. ALL seniors should 

apply. Applications must be returned by Friday, April 10th. 
 

BAINBRIDGE STUDENT LOAN FUND 
Need money for college? The Bainbridge Student Loan Fund offers $1,000 to $2,500 
loans to qualified Bainbridge Island Residents. Loans will carry no interest and require 

http://www.naviance.com/
http://www.collegeboard.org/
http://www.act.org/
http://www.wois.org/
http://www.fastweb.com/
http://www.thewashboard.org/
http://www.meritaid.com/
http://www.zinch.com/
http://www.cappex.com/


no payments while the loan recipient is a full time student. Five months following 

graduation or leaving school, the loan recipient may either repay the total loan 
amount incurring no fees or interest, OR begin repayment in installments at a 4% 

annual interest rate. The installment repayment period would be a maximum of thirty-
six months. Please see your counselor for more information and/or an application. 

Applications should be postmarked no later than June 30, 2015. 
 

FAFSA- FREE APPLICATION FOR FEDERAL STUDENT AID 
(SENIORS) 
FAFSA—The Free Application for Federal Student Aid is available on line at: 
www.fafsa.ed.gov. It is required of all students who will apply for any need-based 

financial aid for colleges.  We encourage interested families to go on-line right away to 
register for a PIN, which must be procured before registering for FAFSA.  The FAFSA 

cannot be submitted until January 1, 2015, but it should be submitted as soon as 
possible on or after that date.   

 
Note:  Watch out for scams.  Applying for FAFSA is free.  Families should be wary of 

“dot com” or other web sites that charge for “help” to apply for the FAFSA.  Help is 
available through college financial aid offices and the Federal Student Aid Information 

Center (1-800-4-FED-AID; 1-800-433-3243).  
 

FINANCIAL AID - “CSS PROFILE” FORM (SENIORS) 
The “CSS Profile” is required of applicants applying for need-based financial aid by a 
relatively small number of colleges (almost all are private).  Information on this 

program for students planning to enter college in the 2015-2016 school year is 
available at:  https://student.collegeboard.org/css-financial-aid-profile 

 

FOUR YEAR BACCALAURATE PUBLIC COLLEGES (SENIORS) 
All Washington public universities prefer that students apply on-line. University of 

Washington and Western Washington University require applicants to submit a 
personal statement. Students should have a trusted adult review their writing. 

Counselors encourage all students to include a personal statement with all of their 
applications.  Check individual colleges for application deadlines.  Seniors should 

submit a College Tracking Form listing all their colleges, public and private, to the 
counseling secretary.  This form can be found under College Planning on the BHS 

counseling home web site. 
  

COMMUNITY COLLEGES (SENIORS) 
The entrance requirement for the 34 public two-year colleges and technical colleges in 
Washington is a high school diploma.  All prospective community college students 

should submit applications in early spring since most campuses assign registration 
appointments based on receipt of a completed application.  The ASSET, Accuplacer or 

Compass test is used to determine appropriate placement in courses.  Students 
desiring to complete an AA degree and then transfer to a four-year school need to 

communicate that information to their college advisor and plan accordingly. 

 

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
https://student.collegeboard.org/css-financial-aid-profile


 
PNACAC SPRING COLLEGE FAIR (JUNIORS) Saturday, April 25, 
2015 12:00-3:00PM 
 
The Pacific Northwest Association for College Admission Counseling will host its annual 

spring college fair at Seattle University. Over 100 colleges from across the country will 
be in attendance. For a listing of colleges that will be attending, please go to the 

PNACAC website at: www.pnacac.org. 
 

Location:  Seattle University 
Date:  Saturday, April 25, 2015 

Time:  Noon - 3 pm 
Chair:  Katie O'Brien, obrienk@seattleu.edu  

Fair information: http://www.pnacac.org (see upcoming events) 
  

 

WEST SOUND TECHNICAL SKILLS CENTER (SOPHOMORES AND 
JUNIORS) 
Interested juniors and sophomores are encouraged to check out the excellent career 

training programs offered at the West Sound Technical Skills Center. Students are full-
time Bainbridge High School students who join other Kitsap county juniors and seniors 

at the Bremerton Center for half the day and return to BHS for the other half. 
Transportation is provided. Talk to your counselor or call: (360) 473-0550 for more 

information. Interested students should contact their counselor ASAP for registration 
for fall programs.  For more information about WST and its programs visit: 

www.westsoundtech.com 
 

CAUTION REGARDING PERSONAL WEB SITES (ALL STUDENTS) 
With the growing popularity of personal web sites such as Facebook and others, we 
know that it is not uncommon for colleges, universities, and potential employers to 

check these web sites. It is important for you and your student to make sure that they 
are not releasing inappropriate material/information about themselves. As indicated by 

a number of admissions offices, doing so could potentially have a negative impact in 
an admissions decision.   

  

RUNNING START  
Running Start is a program available to qualified juniors and seniors in Washington 

which allows for tuition-free attendance at a community college in the state. Students 
may attend classes at both the CC and BHS. Credits earned at the CC will count 

toward graduation at BHS and may count toward a college degree as well. Students 
interested in the program should pick up an informational handout in the counseling 

office, or on the BHS web-site, and then contact Ms. Lauren D’Amico at 855-0419.  To 
start the process, students must have junior year standing with a minimum of 11 

credits. A placement test (Accuplacer at OC and COMPASS at SCC) is then required to 

determine eligibility.  Olympic College has an additional requirement of a 2.5 high 
school GPA.  The placement test (given at the CC) should be taken by mid-April for 

students who are interested in enrolling for fall 2015.  The test is explained in the 
Running Start packet available on the BHS counseling website. Because the 

community colleges are on a quarter system, and Bainbridge High School is on a 

http://www.pnacac.org/
mailto:obrienk@seattleu.edu
http://www.pnacac.org/
file://FS1/Staff/FFerguson/Newsletters/www.westsoundtech.com


semester system, interested students are encouraged to begin Running Start in the 

fall. 

 

JUNIOR/SENIOR PLANNING GUIDE 
Seniors are reminded to consult their, Junior/Senior Planning Guide, on the BHS 
counseling website for information about post high school planning.  It includes the 

application procedure, time lines, financial aid information, and other pertinent data 
about planning for life after high school.   

 

DEPOSITS TO HOLD A PLACE - MAY 1ST  
May 1st is the national notification date by which most colleges expect to 

receive a monetary deposit from accepted students who plan to attend.  If a 
deposit is not submitted by May 1st, a student may lose the opportunity to attend.  

Students should not feel pressured to commit until they have received both 
admissions and financial aid information from all of their schools.  They certainly 

should not be expected to submit a deposit to hold a space at a college until May 1st.   

We encourage any students feeling pressured to submit a deposit earlier than May 1st 
to speak with their counselor.  Students who applied under early decision program can 

be expected to submit a deposit ahead of May 1st. 
 

PLEASE NOTE:  It is considered unethical to deposit to two colleges.  If the colleges 
were to discover that a student has “double-deposited,” both schools could rescind 

their offer of admission.  If you are waitlisted, you should accept at one college (and 
pay the deposit), but also return the card (or email) letting the waitlist college know 

you want to remain on their waitlist.  Then, if you are offered admission to the waitlist 
college, let the original college know you have been accepted elsewhere so they can, 

in turn, offer your place to someone on their waitlist.  (It is likely that you will forfeit 
the original deposit.) 

 
If a student has been waitlisted, it would be a good idea to consult with the BHS 

counselor regarding strategies.  Counselors have encouraged all students to make 

certain that they included a “likely-to-be-admitted” school in their applications.  
 

It is appropriate for students to notify ALL schools they will not be attending:  i.e. If 
you are accepted by schools A, B, and C, but plan to attend school C, please email 

schools A and B, letting them know you have been accepted and plan to attend 
another college. 

 

THANKS TO PARENTS 
Counselors want to express their gratitude for the thoughtful and detailed Parent Brag 

Sheets for the Class of 2015.   This often anecdotal information helps us personalize 
the recommendation for your students.  We also appreciate those parents and 

students who honored our timelines.   
 

Please have your child inform their counselors and teachers who wrote 
recommendation letters for them know what they find out from the colleges where 

they applied.  Everyone is eager to hear what BHS students will be doing in the fall! 
 



GRADUATION 2015 
Only seniors who have completed all course, credit and graduation requirements 

(including 5-Year Plan, and state testing requirements) may participate in the 
commencement ceremony on June 13th.  Students involved in credits outside of BHS 

must have evidence of completion submitted to their counselor prior to June 1st.  
Running Start students are required to have forms signed by their professors.  In 

addition to completing all credits and graduation requirements, seniors must 
clear all fines. 

The Waiting Game     

By: Dr. Brian Harke 
Dean of Students (USC Cinematic Arts, University of Southern California) 

”Each year, high school seniors spend the month of March in a nail-biting, gut-
churning, adrenaline-fueled state of anticipation. It's the anxiety that each March 

brings as thousands wait for their college acceptance letters. 

Like many associated with college admissions departments, I have started to receive 
dire calls and emails from potential students hoping for an early indication of their 

admittance status. As I reflect on these communications, I realize how controlling we 
have allowed the college admissions decision to become. 

Yes, getting into your first pick college is important, but let's keep it in perspective. 
Being accepted by your first choice college is certainly something to celebrate, but it's 

not the end of the world if it doesn't work out exactly as you'd hoped. Too often I see 
students who don't get admitted into their first pick college beat themselves up, think 

they did something wrong, or succumb to the belief that they weren't good enough. 
I've heard of friendships that end because one student got admitted to the college and 

the other didn't. To add to the drama, parents often take the admittance or denial as a 
personal victory or defeat. Some wear it as a badge of pride while others blame them-

selves and see it as failure. It isn't! 

Here are some things to keep in mind if you receive a denial letter from your first pick 

college: 

1. The process is very subjective. 

Forget about your GPA, SAT score and all the advance placement classes you took. 

Yes, the numbers are important, but when compared to other's scores they are just 
that: numbers. Looking at applications through a quantitative lens, one would think 

that the highest scores should get accepted. Oh, if it were that easy. There is a quali-
tative component that makes getting admitted to college much more subjective than 

most students and parents realize. Subjectivity comes into play as application review-
ers contextualize what you have submitted in comparison to what they have reviewed 

in the past. Reviewers have their own take on things and there is no black and white 
with subjectivity. It is out of your control. 

 



2. As hard as it is, don't take denial personally. 

Someone at the college just didn't think you were the right fit at the time. Try to trust 

that they know what's best. As much as you wanted to get into the college, chances 

are pretty good that the admissions team did you a favor. If they didn't see you as a 
good fit, you'd probably end up disliking the college had you gotten in. There is a lot 

of thought about "fit" and student success when making the decision to admit stu-
dents. Sometimes the shoe just doesn't fit no matter how much we think we love 

them. 

3. You are not a failure. 

Too many students assume they are a failure by not making it into their top pick col-

lege. Nothing could be further from the truth. Remember subjectivity? It is really out 
of your control. There are so many variables in making the admit decisions that I 

could write books and books on the topic. You are still the same successful person you 
were before you got your admit or denial letter. Don't forget that. The sting of a denial 

will go away. 

4. Celebrate the colleges you do get into. 

Whether it is your first choice or third, any college you get into is something to cele-

brate. For every college you get into, someone else didn't. Keep that in mind and be 
humble. It is an incredible accomplishment. 

5. There is always a transfer option. 

I recommend students go to the college they got into, and after a year if they are still 
not happy, try to transfer. However, if you go to a college with the intent of transfer-

ring, you will never give the college a real try. You'll avoid settling in and experiencing 
the true nature of the college. Most who go this route end up staying at the college 

they were admitted to. They figured out that the admissions team from the college 
that denied them did them a favor. 

6. Parents, give your students a break. 

The selection process belongs to them, not you. You've had years to learn how to deal 
with the rejections life often throws our way. This may be the first major rejection 

many students experience. Be supportive and find the good in the situation. There is 
always good. 

The bottom line: You are a success regardless of the college you get in to. Don't let a 

college admittance letter take that away.  So, stop biting your nails and worrying 

about your life crashing down if you don't get into your first choice college. Whatever 
your future holds will unfold as it is supposed to. Trust me; I was one of those stu-

dents who didn't get into their first pick college. I did okay and so will you.” 

Please see flyers below on Bullying Presentation for parents and a second 
flyer regarding Teens and Drugged Driving. 



“Bullying, Technology and Youth Depression” 

Presentation by Mr. John Halligan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John Halligan’s son, 

Ryan, died by suicide on 

October 7, 2003 after 

being bullied by 

classmates at school and 

online.  He was only 13 

years old. 

 
Halligan’s presentation 

will cover the lessons 

learned too late for his 

family regarding how to 

deal with bullying, 

This Event Has Been Sponsored By Bainbridge High 
School PTSO and the Bainbridge Island Rotary Club 

April 15th 

7:00 pm – 8:30 pm BHS 

Commons for Parents  

April 17th  

Assembly for students in 

Paski Gym 

 



Teens and Drugged Driving 

All parents worry about the safety of their teen behind the wheel even when driving 
conditions are perfect. While most parents educate their children about the 

consequences of driving under the influence of alcohol, the topic of drugged driving 
isn’t always part of the conversation.  

According to the National Institute on Drug Abuse, “vehicle accidents are the leading 
cause of death among young people aged 16 to 19.” 1 When a teen’s “relative lack of 

driving experience is combined with the use of marijuana or other substances that 
affect cognitive and motor abilities, the results can be tragic.”2 

 Here’s what you should know: 

 In Washington State, driving under the influence (DUI) refers to operating a ve-

hicle while affected by alcohol, drugs, or both. This applies to both legal and ille-
gal drugs, including prescription medication and over-the-counter drugs.3 

 Our state maintains a Zero Tolerance policy for the presence of any THC in the 
bloodstream of drivers under age 21 

o Underage drivers with any THC found in their system face DUI charges 

o For adults over age 21, the legal limit for THC is 5.0 ng per mL of whole 
blood 4 

o Adults over age 18 with a medical marijuana prescription are not exempt 
from DUI for THC blood levels at or above the 5.0 ng per mL limit.  5 

o After using marijuana, impairments include subjective sleepiness, distor-
tion of time and distance, vigilance, and loss of coordination and can per-

sist for up to 24 hours after consumption. 6  
 In a comprehensive study on unsafe driving by high school students, 30 percent 

of seniors reported driving after drinking heavily or using drugs, or riding in a 
car in which the driver had been drinking heavily or using drugs, at least once in 

the prior two weeks.7 
 

Here’s what you can do: 
 

 Talk with your child early and often about the negative consequences of drugged 

driving 
 Set clear expectations for safe and sober driving 

 Know who your child is spending time with and where they are at.  
 Check in with the responsible adult where your child is visiting. 

 
Parents: 

Holly McIlvaine, Student Assistance Professional, at BHS works with students to help 
them develop healthy coping skills, make positive lifestyle choices and avoid 

substance abuse problems. Please contact her if you have any further questions 
and/or would like support for your child at 206-780-1279 or 

amcilvaine@bisd303.org. 
 
1, 2, Drugged Driving:  http://www.drugabuse.gov/publications/drugfacts/drugged-driving 
3 Washington DOL: http://www.dol.wa.gov/driverslicense/dui.html 
4 RCW 46.61.504:  http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=46.61.5045  RCW 69.51A.060:  
ttp://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=69.51a&full=true#69.51A.060 
6 NHTSA: http://www.nhtsa.gov/people/injury/research/job185drugs/cannabis.htm 
7 WhiteHouse.gov: http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/ondcp/issues-content/drugged_driving_toolkit.pdf 

 

http://www.dol.wa.gov/driverslicense/dui.html
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=46.61.504
http://www.nhtsa.gov/people/injury/research/job185drugs/cannabis.htm


 

 

 

 

COMMMUNITY NEWS HIGHLIGHTS 
 

The new BISD website provides better and more efficient navigational elements to 
what was previously one-page of all the Community News & Events listings. From the 

link below you will see the following choices in the left-hand menu, allowing you to 
more quickly choose the information you want to see: 

 School-sponsored Events & Information 
 February (monthly) Community Events 

 Community Classes 
 Ongoing Community Opportunities 

 

Here's the link:  http://www.bisd303.org/domain/1005  
 

 

 
 

Please see Calendar below. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bisd303.org/domain/1005


 

CALENDAR 

Mar 30 – Apr 3 Spring Break       NO SCHOOL 

Apr 06 School Resumes 

Apr 13-16 Unity Week 

Apr 15  Parent Speaker Night: Bully, Technology  & Teen Depression   7 pm  BHS Commons 

May 1 & 2 Spring Musical: Return to the Forbidden Planet    7:30 pm     LGI 

May 4 – 15 AP Testing        

May 8 & 9 Spring Musical:  Return to the Forbidden Planet      7:30 pm       LGI 

May 13 Choir Spring Fling                              7:30 p.m.                             LGI 

May 14 Spring Art Festival                6 – 8 p.m.                               BHS Library 

May 19- 22  Smarter Balanced Assessment    Late start for grades 9 & 12       Special Schedule 

May 20 BHS Band Concert                    6:30 p.m.                           BHS Commons 

May 21 NHS Induction Ceremony          7 p.m.                                BHS Commons 

May 25 Memorial Day Holiday              NO SCHOOL 

 


